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This research project tackles the village of Duch during the Roman
times, which it was one of the mot important villages located in the
southern part of Kharga Oases. The previous scholars pay the Oases
attention during the recent years. Since Autum 1976, the French mission
of IFAO started to work in the site under supervision of Sauneron. A
corpus of Ostracon fragments was excavated in the site. They were
published by Wagner in five volumes. The ostraca are relevant to the
Roman military legions camped in Duch. The area was very important
during the Roman period due to various motivations in terms of the
political and the economical systems. Doch was also controlled on the
commercial route “ Darb El-Arbeain” which is connected the northern
part of Oases with southern borders. This route links also the Sudanese
borders to the Red sea cost. Therefore, The Roman erected a lot of
military camps on this route to control it as much as possible. The Ostraca
indicated some aspects of the daily life in the ancient city of Duch during
the Roman period. the French excavation figured out the great roman
camp which it was made of limestone with H.12 cm at least. The great
temple of the city was found in the northern part of the ancient city. In

additions the Necropolis of Duch was also found not so far from the site



of the Roman Camp. This Roman Necropolis is one of the best and

completed Necroplis that discovered in Roman Egypt.

The research is divided into five chapters according to available
resources. The introduction deals with the motivation of selecting the
topic and the previous studies while the conclusion comes at the end of
the study which includes the final results then, there is a list of

bibliography and references.

General introduction: deals with Oases before the roman time,
geography and terminology

Chapter one: the topography and administration of the ancient city of
Duch.

Chapter two: deals with the social and cultic life in Duch. It tackles the
population and their names, ranking (Roman, Greeks and Egyptians) in
addition to the categories of the society such as servants and women. The
religious life deals with the great temple of the ancient city and the
worshiping of Isis and Sarapis, then the Christianity and early churches in
Duch as well as the Necropolis of ancient Duch.

Chapter three: delas with the agriculture and commercial life in the city
and water resources in Duch in addition to animal recourses then move to
sherd light on the Annona and Roman taxes

Chapter four: deals with the industry in ancient Duch.

Chapter five: deals with the Roman camp in Duch and the most
important military occupations and weapons in additions to the relevant
to the other camps and Roman legends located in the other cities in Nile
valley via the documents and papyri texts and resources.
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